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who so triumphant in Madrid, was here obliged to
disgorge the King's tapestries that he had taken from
the palace.

While the capitulation was being made, various in-
formation came to Vendome of Staremberg's march,
which it was necessary, above all, to hide from the
prisoners, who, had they known their liberator was
only a league and a half distant from them, as he was
then, would have broken the capitulation, and defended
themselves. M. de Vendome's embarrassment was
great. He had, at the same time, to march out
and meet Staremberg and to get rid of his numerous
prisoners. All was done, however, very successfully.
Sufficient troops were left in Brighuega to attend to
the evacuation, and when it was at an end, those troops
left the place themselves and joined their comrades,
who, with M. de Vendome, were waiting for Starem-
berg outside the town, at Villaviciosa, a little place
that afterwards gave its name to the battle. Only four
hundred men were left in Brighuega.

M. de Vendome arranged his army in order of battle
in a tolerably open plain, but embarrassed by little
knolls in several places, very disadvantageous for the
cavalry. Immediately afterwards the cannon began
to fire on both sides, and almost immediately the two
lines of the King of Spain prepared to charge. After
the battle had proceeded some time, M. de Vendome
perceived that his centre began to give way, and that
the left of his cavalry could not break the right of the
enemies'. He thought all was lost, and gave orders
accordingly to his men to retire towards Torija.
Straightway, too, he directed himself in that direction,